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Arts

Artist’s inspiration also her ‘spirit animal’
Who: Sculptor Jane Rosen
What: ‘Pasture’ exhibit
When: Opening reception 5-8 p.m. Friday; show hangs
through Aug. 10
Where: Tayloe Piggott Gallery
Web: TayloePiggottGallery.com
By Frances Moody

J

ane Rosen’s spirit animal is the hawk. That’s
what an online quiz told her last week.
The Internet guessed right, because this California artist has spent years studying birds of prey.
Working with blown glass and stone, Rosen has
sculpted images of hawks, falcons and other raptors. A collection of her works, along with drawings
and paintings, will be on display at Tayloe Piggott
Gallery from Friday through Aug. 10. An opening
reception for the exhibit, “Pasture,” is set for 5 to
8 p.m on Friday.
“Jane’s art — whether bird, ﬁsh or fowl — resonates with the fundamentality of the being’s spirit,” said gallery owner Tayloe Piggott.
Now living 30 miles south of San Francisco,
Rosen grew up in New York. There she was a regular visitor to the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Wandering through segments of the massive art mecca,
she was drawn to its Egyptian Wing, where she
studied the ancient empire’s beliefs and mythology.
Like Rosen, ancient Egyptian gods were tied to
animals. Their images often took anthropomorphic
form. Horus, the sun god, was depicted with the
head of a hawk.
“The symbol of the hawk is the sun god, and that
is the highest energy we can work with,” Rosen
said.
With her Egyptian way of understanding animals, Rosen has practiced molding the hawk’s
spirit.
“When you watch a bird in ﬂight, you don’t see
its eyes and feet, you see the essence of them. You
know it’s a red-tailed hawk by its posture,” she
said.
By not using photographs or lifelike drawings

“The Brancusi Wall Bird” — the product of a
glassblowing technique — is part of a show
by Jane Rosen that will open with a reception
Friday at the Tayloe Piggott Gallery in Jackson.

as reference material, Rosen eliminates realistic
details such as feathers, eyes and feet. She forms

what the naked eye records when it witnesses a
bird in ﬂight or perched high in a tree.
Just as the Egyptians depicted the hawk as a
god, Rosen designed “Grey Crystal Bird” to represent the ethereal component of the animal.
“I wanted the ‘Grey Crystal Bird’ to be like a fairy
tale graphite drawing with light going through it,”
Rosen said. “I wanted it to be almost like ice or water. I wanted it to have luminosity, so it would be
the angel of the bird.”
Rosen made the piece with lost-wax casting. She
started by carving a wax version.
“I ﬁrst carved the wax to get the surface texture
and movement,” she said.
Once she had sculpted the ﬁgure, Rosen used it
to make a mold, and packed the mold with crystal chips. Then she baked, etched and painted the
crystal statue.
Another piece, “Brancusi Wall Bird,” was completed using a different technique.
“I wanted it to be read like a painting that had
actual light going through it,” Rosen said.
The three-dimensional work was originally an
image of pieced-together glass chips. The puzzle
was baked to a make a ﬂat image. After molten
glass was rolled onto the cooked illustration, Rosen
and other workers used glassblowing techniques to
form the bird’s shape.
In addition to using ancient Egyptian ways
of thinking to make her stone aviary, Rosen has
incorporated ideas from other artists such as
August Rodin, Constantin Brancusi and Georgio Morandi.
Wanting to pay homage to Morandi, Rosen made
a three-dimensional interpretation of his work.
Morandi perfected the still life. Painting vases,
jugs and other decanters, his content took simple
form. Rosen was inspired by that.
The exhibit’s “Monk Morandi” is a cityscape of
bottles. The shapes, not miniature buildings, represent the metropolis.
With “Monk Morandi’s” concepts of city life and
“Grey Crystal Bird’s” embodiment of wildlife, “Pasture” juxtaposes man’s relationship with nature
and society.

Painters to have an audience during ‘Art in Action’
Who: National Museum of Wildlife Art
What: ‘Art in Action’ series
When: Monday through July 30
Where: National Museum of Wildlife Art’s
Johnston Hall and on the Sculpture Trail
How much: Free
Web: WildlifeArt.org
By Brielle Schaeffer
The National Museum of Wildlife
Art’s “Art in Action” events are more
than an artist residency. They are
chances for visitors to see and experience the creative process.
“With this program we’re really
emphasizing the interaction between
the artists and visitors,” the museum’s assistant curator of education
and exhibits Carter Cox said. “We

Art in Action schedule
Monday: Jennifer Hoffman, Bill Sawczuk,
& Kay Northup with Jackson Hole Land
Trust’s View22
Tuesday-July 2: Jennifer Hoffman
July 3: Bill Sawczuk
July 5: Bill Sawczuk
July 7-11: Amber Jean
July 14-18: Amy Ringholz
July 21-25: Amy Ringholz
July 29-30: Kathryn Turner

deﬁnitely love having artists who are
really engaging and artists who are
excited about working with visitors.”
Everyone is welcome to come to the
various events throughout the summer to see the artists make their creations, she said.
The ﬁrst event of the summer-long
series is Monday and will feature artists Jennifer Hoffman, Bill Sawczuk
and Kay Northup in action. The event
is a partnership with Jackson Hole
Land Trust to showcase its View22
project, which all three artists worked
on.
The project celebrates and raises
awareness of protected lands, Cox
said.
“They’ll be talking about key lands
they’ve been able to preserve and
about the importance art plays in
awareness,” she said.
The artists will be working inside
in the museum’s Johnston Hall as
well as on the sculpture trail and amphitheater from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. during their scheduled stays.
Hoffman will stay on to create on
July 1 and 2 before Bill Sawczuk returns solo for slots July 3 and 5.
Hoffman, an acclaimed landscape
painter, most recently received Plein
Air Magazine’s Award of Excellence
at the 12th annual American Impressionist Society Exhibition.
“Impressionistic realism” painter
Sawczuk originally studied architec-

ture and engineering before becoming an artist in the 1970s. His subject matter includes horses, cowboys,
wildlife, buildings and landscapes.
From July 7 to 11, Montana sculptor Amber Jean will be featured at the
museum.
Named one of “America’s Woodworking Greats” by Wood magazine,
she has been featured on the “Wood
Sculpting” TV series produced by DIY
and the Oxygen Network “Pure Oxygen” show.
Jackson’s darling, whimsical wildlife artist Amy Ringholz, will be creating at the museum from July 14 to 18
and 21 to 25.
Her ﬁrst Art in Action stay will be
in conjunction with her “Rise of the
Fenix” ongoing exhibit and opening
party at the museum July 12.
“It’s going to be a spectacle,” Cox
said about the exhibit and party. “It
will be so neat to have her there and
help people as they’re exploring the
exhibit and tell them more about her
art making.”
Western Visions 2104 artist Kathryn Mapes Turner will close out the
series on July 29 and 30.
Turner, who grew up on her family’s Triangle X Ranch in Grand Teton
National Park, is a nationally recognized watercolor artist who has garnered top honors from American Impressionist Society and the National
Academy of Equine Art.
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Jennifer Hoffman will be one of the
artists who will work in public at the
museum’s “Art in Action” series.

Each artist is linked to the museum’s current exhibits and can connect
visitors to different pieces in the galleries, Cox said.
“We really emphasize that it’s for
anyone,” she said. “You don’t have to
be an artist to come.”
People of all ages are welcome to
come and watch the artists and talk
to them, Cox said.

