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Rendezvous Park a unique opportunity

A

s the completion of Rendezvous “R” Park nears, I would etated areas and habitat and improved function of ponds,
like to speak to the inspiration for this community park wetlands and riparian areas.
and thank those who had the vision to create it.
Why a park at this location? As you know, the land trust
I have been a board member of the Jackson Hole Land approaches and evaluates each land-protection project to cusTrust since 2008 and have been a supporter of Rendezvous tomize what works best for each property and landowner and
Park since it was just an idea on the drawing board. We saw what aligns with our mission-based values to protect the open
this project as a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to create a space, wildlife, scenic and ranching values of Jackson Hole.
natural park for the community, a place located right in the Our strategic plan also directs us to protect properties of high
core of where the community of Jackson Hole lives, works and community value so that people from all walks of life and of
plays, where we could all have a chance to experience and all ages are able to directly experience protected open spaces.
enjoy the Snake River riparian corridor.
To us a natural park that provides opportunities for passive
Every step of the way we have been encouraged by com- recreation at this location ﬁts our mission and strategic plan
munity members and partner organizations
and is a wonderful complement to other well-used
that have shared this vision with us. When our
areas nearby, like the Snake River levee, the boat
ﬁrst attempt to acquire the land for the park fell
launch and the pathway system. It will be conthrough because it was instead sold to a real
nected by the pathway bridge to Emilys Pond, anestate development company, we were asked to
other beloved community park that the land trust
Fred Staehr
try again. We felt fortunate to be able to forge
helped create. When considering the alternative
a new partnership with the LOR Foundation to
— two large homesites and associated infrastrucsuccessfully acquire the land in 2011 and turn over its di- ture — I know we made the right decision.
rection to the Rendezvous Lands Conservancy, a nonproﬁt
As partners and stakeholders in Rendezvous Park, the
we jointly created for this purpose.
land trust supports the park design and plan and looks forCommunity input has been a major component of the plan- ward to sharing this special place with the community. And
ning process as the park has taken shape, and the Jackson personally, as someone who has spent many days on the river
Hole Land Trust is pleased to be partners on a park that has and seen my two daughters and countless students grow up
kept the community’s interests in mind since its inception to value what is open, beautiful and wild about Jackson Hole,
and carefully considers the spectrum of activities and uses I believe providing the community and young families with
that will be allowed.
this opportunity to get out on the park land and experience
This new park is something to be celebrated. I’ve had the nature and the outdoors is a powerful way to foster a sense
chance to walk the land over the years and see it transform of stewardship and conservation ethic in the next generation.
from a barren landscape of gravel piles and artiﬁcially created ponds into a place that more closely resembles what Fred Staehr is the president of the board of the Jackson Hole
would have naturally been found — a clear net gain in veg- Land Trust.
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“any” public street in the town of Jackson is not a solution to the problem.
If you want to make it legal to sleep
in your car, one night and one night
only, it should be restricted to public
parking lots and not residential streets.
Public parking lots offer restroom facilities that the front of residential lots do
not. Consider what the streets around
Snow King will look like each night after a concert or some other event. It will
most likely create a noise disturbance
of people coming and going at all hours,
loud voices, car doors opening and slamming shut and undoubtedly public defecation. And don’t be fooled: It won’t
take people long to discover the serenity of the Gill Addition or Rodeo Drive.
I just don’t see how you can enforce the
one-night rule when people can move
from neighborhood to neighborhood. It
puts the burden on each individual resident to monitor and the police department to respond. I ask that you take a
closer look at this and make sure that
your warm Western hospitality is not
creating a greater issue for the town
residents.
Linore Wallace
Jackson
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[The following was addressed to
Teton County commissioners — Eds.]
It is with dismay that I continue to
follow in the press the continuing saga
of short-term rentals in Teton County.
Our current regulations are unambiguous regarding short-term rentals.
There is no need for staff “interpretation,” legal clariﬁcation or further input
from the Wyoming attorney general.
The established residential neighborhoods in Teton County have been
deﬁned and addressed in our comprehensive planning documents and landuse regulations since the 1994 version
of the original 1978 comprehensive
plan. Areas are clearly designated
for resort activities, and those activities, including short-term rentals, are
clearly excluded from our Neighborhood Conservation lands.
These lands are so designated to
preserve our residential county neighborhoods. These areas are where a
signiﬁcant number of our county residents live, where a portion of our county workforce lives, where our children
learn to ride a trike then bike, where

our dog-walkers walk, where our moose
browse and where our 4-H’ers walk
their steers and lambs. Our county
residential neighborhoods are not the
place for our short-term guests more focused on their vacation activities than
on the safety and well-being of those
actually living in the surroundings.
Short-term rentals may make huge
economic sense for a property owner or
property manager, but they certainly
do nothing positive for the long-term
rental pool. With an extreme shortage of
long-term housing in the county and the
greater area, allowing the further expansion of short-term rentals in our residential county neighborhoods makes a
really bad situation even worse.
Short-term rentals in our county
residential neighborhoods also pull
from our established pool of hotels,
motels and short-term lodging opportunities that have been established
and that operate within the framework
that has been established through our
long-standing planning efforts.
The course is quite simple. Enforce
the current land-use regulations as
written. Anything less calls to question the validity of the entire planning
effort and the underlying concept of
predictability.
Denny Emory
Wilson
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Did you know the town of Jackson is
on the verge of allowing people to sleep
in vehicles along public streets and in
parking lots?
Allowing sleepovers in vehicles is a
step backward for all of Jackson Hole,
not just the town. In addition to seasonal and temporary workers, we will
be inundated with recreational vehicles
spending free nights. Why expose our
families and guests to such a blight?
We strive to make Jackson Hole a
world-class destination. What a shame
to start allowing people to sleep in their
cars — even around the Town Square!
It is very easy for you to email the
mayor and each Town Council member
by going to the town website and clicking on each council member’s name. In
Jackson Hole we are all in this together,
so what the town does directly impacts
everyone. They will listen to your opinion, be you town or county residents.
You can make a difference! We do not
have to trash Jackson Hole. Make your
email short and to the point.
To email the Town Council go to

TownOfJackson.com/government/
mayor-town-council.
Bob Caesar
Kelly
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So our city council is at it again. They
are going to crack down on in-city camping. How enlightened. Instead of addressing the problem of chronic homelessness, they wage war on the working
poor of Jackson. Instead of putting money toward an employee campground,
they waste taxpayer money on parking
garages and $3.5 million outhouses that
nobody asked for or wanted. Kickback
city. Fascists always look to the weakest to wage war against. Did you know
that if you are homeless you cannot legally camp on the national forest? Can
you imagine the outrage if the U.S. Forest Service banned anybody else in this
country from camping on our supposedly public lands? The homeless aren’t
gay, straight, black, white or any other
subgroup our media pigeonholes people. They are American, period. Many
Americans are but a paycheck or two
from homelessness, but discrimination is not only accepted but applauded
when applied to the homeless. There
are no organizations or lawyers willing
to champion this cause simply because
there’s no money in it — yet.
A recent 9th District Appeals Court
ruling in Los Angeles struck down a
vehicle camping ban there. “For many
homeless persons, their automobile
may be their last major possession —
the means by which they can look for
work and seek social services,” Judge
Harry Pregerson wrote for the threejudge panel, which ruled unanimously. Wyoming is out of the 9th District
Court’s jurisdiction. Even so, town
planners had better beware before the
town of Jackson is slapped by a multimillion-dollar lawsuit.
In a recent article, Councilor Don
Frank said, “Squatting is basically enjoying public resources at the expense
of other citizens.” The word “enjoying”
is kind of strange. I guess he’s alluding to people who pay property taxes
as opposed to the people who enable
the property owners to pay those
taxes whether they are employees or
customers. And if they don’t pay property taxes, I guess, they should have
no access to public property. You can
park your vehicle on public property
and that is legal, but if you sleep in
See LETTERS on 20A
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